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About the conference

The role of social entrepreneurship (SE) for refugees and asylum seekers’ integration in
hosting societies is attracting increasing attention from researchers, practitioners and
policymakers. SE includes all the entrepreneurial activities aiming to reach a social
objective, regardless of their organizational form and referring both to for-profit and
non-profit organizations.

Within the broad field of Social Economy, social enterprises are an example of
“economy that works for people”, delivering services and working for social and
economic integration of disadvantaged groups. As a form of inclusive business, they
revealed crucial in addressing the emergence of the refugee crisis and providing help
for the most common barriers (language, temporary housing, health and psychological
assistance).

In the past decade, many EU countries adopted new legislation or delivered specific
policies to support their development. However, definitional and practical obstacles
are still present, and are reflected in the challenges for public institutions to design
and implement policies that can foster the development of more social enterprises,

and to assess the relative impact of such policies as well as their transferability
potential. These matters are particularly relevant in the light of the political debates
that characterize migration and integration dynamics of asylum seekers, refugees and
migrations in Europe, and therefore more discussions on these themes is both important
and timely.

The conference aims to collect inspiring, productive initiatives and to
disseminate them to national and local authorities, community leaders and other
relevant stakeholders that will attend the conference. It furthermore aims to
favor the debate and exchange on some of the most relevant issues surrounding
SE, including the potential transferability of the initiatives in other contexts, the
participation of the beneficiaries in decision-making processes and the
legislative challenges faced by SE.



IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

The Department of Management and the Department of Political and Social Sciences of
the University of Bolognha invite contributions that focus on theoretical approaches,
policies and practices, and projects to integrate refugees through social
entrepreneurship.

A non-exhaustive list of potential topics is the following:

- Opportunities and challenges of integrating asylum seekers and refugees through
social entrepreneurship;

- Opportunities and issues for the transferability of initiatives of social entrepreneurship;

- Enhancement of refugees’ skills and participation in decision making: diversity as an
added value in social entrepreneurship? Opportunities and challenges;

- Methodological challenges for the analysis of initiatives of economic integration of
asylum seekers and refugees through social entrepreneurship;

- Financial tools for social entrepreneurship.

- Social innovation for the inclusion of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers;

- Institutional, cultural, and economic barriers and drivers for social entrepreneurship.




IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

Who can apply?

+ senior and junior researchers

policymakers

practitioners

all who work or have an interest for the conference theme

*

*

.

As for scholars, please note that the conference is interdisciplinary, and open to
contribution from economics, political sciences, sociology, anthropology, and other
relevant disciplines and sub-disciplines.

The Conference Proceedings will be published with an ISBN. Moreover, the organizers
intend to invite the best proposals to take part in a special issue in a peer-reviewed,
interdisciplinary journal that is being identified, or in a published volume.

The deadline to submit the proposal is 30th January 2022.
Abstracts should be max. 500 words, and clearly indicate the
author(s), the affiliation as well as the methods and main
argument. Proposals for the conference should be submitted by
email to marco.zoppi2@unibo.it, silvia.cittadini2Z@unibo.it,
francesco.savoia7@unibo.it.

Campus of the University of Bologna,
Forli, Piazzale Sante Solieri, 1,
47121 Forli (FC)

It is the intention of the Scientific Committee to hold the conference in presence.
However, in case the evolution of the epidemiological situation will require it,
the event will be held either in hybrid or fully virtual modality.



ORGANISERS

The conference is organised in the framework of the Adrion-funded project REInSER -
Refugees’ Economic Integration through Social Entrepreneurship and therefore
contributions from initiatives located in the Adriatic-lonian macro region are
particularly welcome.

However, the scientific committee also encourages inspiring approaches from other
areas in Europe and the world. This will enable sharing best practices in a wider
context.

Scientific Committee:

Stefano Bianchini - Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Bologna
Federica Bandini - Department of Management, University of Bologha
Daniela Bolzani - Department of Management, University of Bologna

Organizing Committee:

Marco Zoppi - Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Bologna
Silvia Cittadini - Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Bolognha
Francesco Savoia - Department of Management, University of Bologna

Eleonora Grassi - Department of Management, University of Bologha

Wi

' A Primorski
vc m HELENIC o i RAUSK W D er m | 2 |
l. OPEN l RAZVOINA AGENCUA
TER STUDIORUM A\ .ZRS UNIVERSITY Park. -l " REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY w

STL
ITA DI BOLOGNA




