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Should management scholarship address and inform societal grand challenges? 

 
 

 

 

Yes: Stephanie Bertels, W.J. VanDusen Professor, Simon Fraser University  
Bansal, P., Bertels, S., Ewart, T., MacConnachie, P. & O’Brien, J. 2012. Bridging the research-practice gap. Academy of 
Management Perspectives, 26(1): 73-92. 
Howard-Grenville, J. et al.. 2109. Sustainable development for a better world: Contributions of leadership, management, 
and organization. Academy of Management Discoveries, 5(4): 355-366. 
Sharma, G. & Bansal, P. 2020. Cocreating rigorous and relevant knowledge. Academy of Management Journal, 63(2): 
386-410.  
https://www.embeddingproject.org/ 
https://www.restructurelab.org/ 
 
 

No: Timothy Devinney, Professor of International Business, University of Manchester 
Augier, M & March JG. 2007. The pursuit of relevance in management education. California Management Review, 49(3): 
129-146. 
Devinney, T. 2013. Those lazy meaningless business school professors. The Modern Cynic, April 11. 
Devinney, T. 2013. What is the role of scholarship in business schools? Financial Times, Nov. 14. 
Panofsky, E. 1957. In defense of the ivory tower. The Centennial Review of Arts & Science, 1(2): 111-122. 
Van der Vossen, B. 2015. In defense of the ivory tower: Why philosophers should stay out of politics. Philosophical 
Psychology, 28(7). 
 
 

It depends: Jonathan Doh, Rammrath Chair in International Business, Villanova University  
Buckley, P., Doh, J & Benischke, M. 2017. Towards a renaissance in international business research? Big questions, grand 
challenges, and the future of IB scholarship. Journal of International Business Studies, 48, 1045-1064.   
Ferraro, F., Etzion, D. & Gehman, J. 2015. Tackling grand challenges pragmatically: Robust action revisited. Organization 
Studies, 36, 363– 90. 
Brammer, S., Branicki, L., Linnenluecke, M. & Smith, T. (2019). Grand challenges in management research: Attributes, 
achievements, and advancement. Australian Journal of Management, 44, 517– 33. 
Wickert, C., Post, C., Doh, J.P., Prescott, J.E., & Prencipe, A. (2021). Editorial: Management research that makes a 
difference: Broadening the meaning of impact. Journal of Management Studies, 58(2), 297-320. 
 
 

In Practice: Gail Whiteman, Professor of Sustainability, University of Exeter 
 

These articles, provided by the speakers, underpin their arguments. Please explore the articles in advance of the seminar. 

The hyperlinks may be inaccessible to some. One day, academic articles may be freely available, but for now, many are 

held hostage behind paywalls. Please contact the authors directly for any articles you cannot access; typically, authors 

are very happy to share their work and appreciate the interest. Or pay the ransom to the publishers. 

https://www.business.rutgers.edu/ricsi
https://www.business.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/documents/ricsi-quasi-seminar-series.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWWFDdX3LQLqT4KfkBM7lK5DpGL6V4XGIe1PJG-jmaB_DL4w/viewform
https://beedie.sfu.ca/profiles/StephanieBertels
https://journals.aom.org/doi/10.5465/amp.2011.0140
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandria.unisg.ch%2F263243%2F1%2FAOMD%2520Dec2019%2520SI%2520Editorial.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7Cc4a9e769d7954cac88be08d9c404c9c1%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637756348342384980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IF10EM61ja8xyZlwYaKcWmRiVslAKiV%2F3Atb1odbR98%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandria.unisg.ch%2F263243%2F1%2FAOMD%2520Dec2019%2520SI%2520Editorial.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7Cc4a9e769d7954cac88be08d9c404c9c1%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637756348342384980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IF10EM61ja8xyZlwYaKcWmRiVslAKiV%2F3Atb1odbR98%3D&reserved=0
https://journals.aom.org/doi/abs/10.5465/amj.2016.0487
https://www.embeddingproject.org/
https://www.restructurelab.org/
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/timothy.devinney.html
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Fpdf%2F10.2307%2F41166398&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7Cda0c38a977484d19ced408d9c0722934%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637752420027959947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=GdLWYsoBLkvNzaI5%2BsNqqU%2BKqGm%2B7yuBLhNiOjZIajY%3D&reserved=0
https://modern-cynic.org/2013/04/11/those-lazy-meaningless-business-school-professors/
https://www.ft.com/content/3ba9551e-4898-11e3-8237-00144feabdc0
https://www.jstor.org/stable/45133791
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1052%26context%3Dphilosophy_articles&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7Cda0c38a977484d19ced408d9c0722934%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637752420027959947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=xLXnC0FzKDIopyKF2RZ6GRBpJZseWMyuUGxAmeCSBMI%3D&reserved=0
https://www1.villanova.edu/university/experts/expert-detail.html?expert=jonathan.doh
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1057%2Fs41267-017-0102-z&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7C763fe70feb814e61cf0a08d9bdfe2ec4%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637749721681522061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6ZBBA3LJKc3xg0EyawjK4UNeWE7VV8rcUrxCUft3apM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1057%2Fs41267-017-0102-z&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7C763fe70feb814e61cf0a08d9bdfe2ec4%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637749721681522061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6ZBBA3LJKc3xg0EyawjK4UNeWE7VV8rcUrxCUft3apM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F0312896219871337&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7C763fe70feb814e61cf0a08d9bdfe2ec4%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637749721681522061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BLXeZEa8qWEayK4%2FwXsQSnuV1Z%2F6L0mMdAAglNFhWVs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F0312896219871337&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7C763fe70feb814e61cf0a08d9bdfe2ec4%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637749721681522061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BLXeZEa8qWEayK4%2FwXsQSnuV1Z%2F6L0mMdAAglNFhWVs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F0312896219871337&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7C763fe70feb814e61cf0a08d9bdfe2ec4%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637749721681522061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BLXeZEa8qWEayK4%2FwXsQSnuV1Z%2F6L0mMdAAglNFhWVs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1111%2Fjoms.12666&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7Ce8765a7ff2174ce94eda08d9c3d0fad8%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637756124602582571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YsQmpudCZEi70E6OmPz8rVGLRAiqeViYHJ3L3nKTpQY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1111%2Fjoms.12666&data=04%7C01%7Cmbarnett%40business.rutgers.edu%7Ce8765a7ff2174ce94eda08d9c3d0fad8%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637756124602582571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YsQmpudCZEi70E6OmPz8rVGLRAiqeViYHJ3L3nKTpQY%3D&reserved=0
http://business-school.exeter.ac.uk/about/people/profile/index.php?web_id=gail_whiteman
https://paywallthemovie.com/

