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iBEGIN is a research program at the nexus of the three disciplines of international 
business, economic geography and innovation. Papers that address any issue at this nexus are 
welcome as are papers that align with the AIB-Canada Chapter agenda. The conference theme as 
described below provides a rough guide to the keynote addresses, but will not affect the choice 
of papers accepted for presentation at the conference.  

 
Today, the world faces political, societal, and natural environmental challenges that span 

geographic and economic boundaries. Increasing protectionism and trade wars impact the way 
goods and services are produced and traded across country borders (Witt, 2019; Van Assche, 
2019), also impacting the way global value chains are fine sliced and geographically spread 
(Mudambi, 2008). Similarly, societal backlashes to rising income inequality in combination with 
political dissatisfaction have led to instable business environments and mass migration (Barnard, 
Deeds, Mudambi, & Vaaler, 2019) highlighting societal cleavages that impact global business 
(Suddaby, Bruton, & Walsh, 2018). Moreover, global natural environmental challenges have 
been the subject of intense debate in recent years, leading to another set of challenges for 
conducting international business (Doh, Tashman, & Benischke, 2019). All these challenges 
have led to increased fragmentation of the global business environment, wherein global 
businesses are forced to develop strategies aimed at ever more disparate niches.  

In order to cope, businesses are forced to develop and implement innovative and 
entrepreneurial initiatives that take the changing environments into account. In particular, 
international innovation and R&D (Boutellier, Gassmann, and Von Zedtwitz, 2008) as well as 



international entrepreneurship (Kiss, Danis, and Cavusgil, 2012; Reuber, Knight, Liesch, and 
Zhou, 2018) become increasingly important and require an understanding of global, national, and 
local environments. Examples are the importance of innovation environments with IP protection 
standards (e.g. Brandl, Darendeli, and Mudambi, 2018) or individual boundary spanners that 
support innovative and entrepreneurial activities (e.g. Schotter, Mudambi, and Gaur, 2017).  

These innovative and entrepreneurial activities require a sustainable perspective, 
emphasizing long term considerations, systemic solutions, and the creation of multiple forms of 
value for diverse stakeholders. The opposing unsustainable and short-term perspective focusing 
purely on generating economic value for a narrow range of constituents seems increasingly 
untenable. We encourage contributions related to any of these challenges related to innovation, 
and entrepreneurship in a fragmented world. There are a number of crucial questions related to 
each of these areas: 
 
Sustainable innovation in a fragmented world 

• How can sustainable innovation help address global and national political, societal, 
and natural environmental challenges?  

• How do global and national political developments, such as trade wars and strained 
international relations, impact innovation? How do governments influence national 
and global innovation environments?  

• How do societal challenges, such as migration, inequality and poverty, impact 
innovation? How do societies influence national and global innovation environments?  

• How do natural environment challenges, such as climate change and environmental 
degradation, impact innovation? How does nature influence national and global 
innovation environments? 	

 
Sustainable entrepreneurship in a fragmented world 

• How can sustainable entrepreneurship help address global and national political, 
societal, and natural environmental challenges?  

• How do global and national political developments, such as trade wars and strained 
international relations, impact entrepreneurship? How do governments influence 
national and global entrepreneurial activities?  

• How do societal challenges, such as migration, inequality and poverty, impact 
entrepreneurship? How do societies influence national and global entrepreneurial 
activities?  

• How do natural environment challenges, such as climate change and environmental 
degradation, impact entrepreneurship? How does nature influence national and global 
entrepreneurial activities? 	
 

About iBEGIN 
Since 2013, the iBEGIN community has aimed to integrate research on the intersection of the 
three fields of international business, economic geography, and technology/innovation studies. In 
addition to the conference theme, we welcome all paper submissions that address the broader 
iBEGIN research agenda. iBEGIN research aims at integrating and leveraging these three diverse 



research streams to develop a holistic view of the organization of economic activity across space. 
All iBEGIN research is built around a set of core and fundamental tenets: 

• Connectivity across space is the “invisible web” that underlies all human civilization. 
• Human connectivity appears in two generic forms – organization-based (pipelines) and 

individual-based (personal relationships). 
• Social networking and innovation are the two most important elements of the human 

creative experience. 
 
About AIB-Canada 
The mission of the Academy of International Business (AIB) Canada Chapter is to promote 
teaching and research of all areas of international business, within the framework of the 
worldwide AIB. The Chapter acts as a forum for the development and exchange of views on 
issues in international business, mainly by means of the AIB Canada Chapter Annual Meeting 
and representation at the Administrative Sciences of Association of Canada (ASAC) Annual 
Conferences. 
 
KEY DATES/INFORMATION: 
Updated submission deadline: April 30, 2020 
Authors notified by: end of May, 2020 
Conference dates: August 12-13, 2020 (following 2020 AOM Vancouver) 
Location: Peter B. Gustavson School of Business, University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 

• Submit extended abstracts or full papers to: ibeginaibcanada@uvic.ca (see instructions 
also at www.uvic.ca/ibegin). 

• Submission format: extended abstracts (5-7 double-spaced pages) or full papers 
(maximum 40 double-spaced pages, all inclusive). 

• We also welcome submissions of conceptual and empirical abstracts/papers that are in 
their early phases of development and will be organizing a paper development workshop 
with senior editors of the Journal of International Business Studies (JIBS) and the Journal 
of International Business Policy (JIBP) for such work (please indicate your interest when 
submitting). 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Conference organizers:  
Kristin Brandl (kbrandl@uvic.ca) 
Wade Danis (wdanis@uvic.ca) 
Andreas Schotter (aschotter@ivey.ca) 
 
iBEGIN Convener: Ram Mudambi (ram.mudambi@temple.edu) 
AIB-Canada Convener: Anthony Goerzen (anthony.goerzen@queensu.ca) 
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